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City Council approves $31.7 million budget; Rein's proposal to
cut police, �re spending withdrawn

Apr 29, 2013

By EDWARD HUSAR

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

The Quincy City Council voted 9-5 Monday to approve a $31.7 million budget for

�scal 2014, which begins Wednesday.

The �nal version included two amendments requested by Alderman Paul Havermale,

R-3. One called for reducing funding by 20 percent for eight not-for-pro�t

organizations that were slated to share a total of $67,506 from the city next year.

Last year, as part of a proposal to gradually phase out funding for the eight not-for-

pro�t groups over �ve years, the council approved an initial 20 percent cut.

Havermale suggested the council continue with the phaseout plan by cutting

another 20 percent in this year's budget to keep pace with the plan. By trimming

another 20 percent in each of the next three years, the money for the groups would

be eliminated entirely.

Groups impacted are Friends of the Castle, YMCA Teens, the Quincy Society of Fine

Arts, the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Quincy-

Adams County Volunteer Corps, Redmon and Lee Association, and the Alliance to

Building Community.
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The council also approved Havermale's motion to cut funding to the Great River

Economic Development Foundationn back to the same $50,000 level the

organization was given this past year. The original budget proposed giving GREDF

$67,506.

After the meeting, Mayor John Spring said he was disappointed to see the council

remove the funding he had hoped to restore to GREDF.

"It's a substantial cut," he said.

Spring said it makes sense for the city to support GREDF �nancially because the

foundation "is our economic development arm" and most of the bene�ts derived

from the agency's efforts directly affect the city.

Spring also said he was disappointed to see funding for the eight non-pro�t groups

cut by another 20 percent. He said he would hate to see funding phased out

completely for the groups.

"I'm totally against it," he said. "These are institutions that, for the most part, don't

have the means to survive if they don't receive some type of additional support from

the city, and that's why the city has supported them all these years."

The council spent considerable time discussing a proposal by Alderman Mike Rein,

R-5, to trim funding for the Quincy Police Department and the Quincy Fire

Department. But in the end, Rein withdrew his motion.

Rein had pitched a proposal to have the two departments go back to receiving what

was budgeted for them in �scal 2013.

Under Rein's proposal, the Police Department's budget would have dropped from the

$10.82 million currently budgeted for 2013-14 to $10.44 million, while the Fire

Department's budget would have dropped from $8.83 million to $8.64 million.

http://www.gredf.org/
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"It would be a huge step backward for public safety," Police Chief Rob Copley told

aldermen after he was invited to comment on the proposal. "I think it's reckless."

Fire Chief Joe Henning also spoke against Rein's proposed cuts, saying it would force

the department to eliminate some positions or consolidate �re stations.

After Rein withdrew his proposal, the council voted 9-5 to approve the budget as

amended. Voting against the spending plan were Rein, Mike Farha, R-4, Tony Sassen,

R-4, Dan Brink, R-6, and Jack Holtschlag, D-7.
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