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Vahlkamp only alderman so far to donate the equivalent of
three days of pay to participate in furlough program mandated

for all city employees

Dec 26, 2009

By EDWARD HUSAR

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

Quincy's top three elected of�cials and one of the city's 14 aldermen have stepped

forward to participate voluntarily in the furlough program mandated for all city

employees.

In late September, city of�cials decided to require all employees to take three

furlough days without pay by the end of this calendar year -- or provide an

equivalent monetary concession -- as a way to offset a drop in state revenue.

When the furlough program was initially revealed at the Sept. 28 City Council

meeting, Alderman Raymond "Skip" Vahlkamp said the furloughs should "start at the

top" and involve the mayor and other elected of�cials, including aldermen.

"If they (city workers) are going to make a sacri�ce, we need to do it, too," Vahlkamp

said at that meeting.

So far, Vahlkamp is the only alderman to donate the equivalent of three days of

aldermanic pay.
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Mayor John Spring, City Clerk Jenny Hayden and City Treasurer Peggy Crim also

have donated the equivalent of three days pay or are in the process of doing so

through a series of payments.

All say it's the right thing to do.

"I'm the top person. I'm the one, along with my staff, who proposed these furlough

days. So certainly I was going to participate," Spring said.

Hayden and Crim expressed similar sentiments.

"How could I ask my assistant to donate three furlough days and I not do so? In my

opinion, it was the right thing to do," Hayden said.

Crim said: "I �gure if we're going to ask our employees to do it, then we needed to do

it, too."

Vahlkamp, a 26-year member of the City Council, was among the �rst to step

forward with his furlough donation as a way to share in the sacri�ce being asked of

all employees.

"We're employees, too," Vahlkamp said.

"If the employees are going to have to give up pay, I just think it's right that we give

up pay, too. We should set an example. We're the policy makers, and if we're making

policy that says they have to give up three days pay, I think it's up to us to show that

we mean it."

Vahlkamp said he hopes other aldermen will come forward by the end of the year to

make comparable furlough donations. "If others don't do it, I'm going to be very

disappointed," he said.
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Dan Brink, a Republican who represents the 6th Ward with Vahlkamp, told The

Herald-Whig he has no intention of participating in the furlough program. He knows

several other aldermen who won't participate either.

"I'm not doing it," Brink said. "For one thing, I don't agree with the furloughs. I think

we would have been better off to eliminate some positions as opposed to furloughing

people."

According to Comptroller Ann Scott, Vahlkamp paid the city .86. That's the

equivalent of three days of pay based on his aldermanic salary of per meeting plus 0

a month in expense pay, minus taxes and other routine deductions.

Vahlkamp, who was re-elected in 2007, is one of seven aldermen still earning per

meeting. The others are Ben Bumbry, Steve Duesterhaus, Paul Havermale, Mike

Farha, Jennifer Lepper and Richard Reis.

Seven other aldermen elected in April of this year receive 0 per meeting based on a

salary ordinance approved by the City Council in May of 2008. They are Brink, Virgil

Goehl, Dave Bauer, Kyle Moore, Tony Sassen, Mike Rein and Jack Holtschlag.

Pay for aldermen elected in 2011 will go up to 0 per meeting, which will then put

everybody on an equal footing.

As of Thursday, Spring had made two of the three 5.78 payments (a total of 7.34) he

plans to make as a furlough contribution based on his annual salary of ,550, which

includes deductions for taxes and other expenses.

Hayden, meanwhile, had made three payments totaling 1.66 while Crim made three

payments totaling 8.83. Both are paid the same amount -- ,276 -- but their

contributions for furlough purposes were different because the contribution is based

on salary minus taxes, and their individual tax rates differ.
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"She (Hayden) is single, and her tax rate is different than mine because I'm married

and I �le jointly, so all the income I make is taxed differently than the income she

makes," said Crim, who has a background in tax accounting.
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